[The cost of primary health care. Administrative prices versus real costs].
The income source and the use of assets at the Health Department of a Chilean city hall was studied. A cost control system was created to know the real value of health services, which were compared with the administrative tariffs determined by the authorities. Specific health programs such as complementary feeding, immunizations and responsible paternity programs represented 48.1% of the Health Department expenses. Ninety four percent of services had a real cost that exceeded their administrative price. A reformulation of resource distribution for primary health care and the development of control systems that measure the results of experience activities is proposed.